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ettmg agencies want

online poker curbed

GAMING: A leading online
betting operator has called for
any legislation on exotic
gambling options toinclude a
tightening of controls on onllne
poker;

Australia’s big four online
gaming sites=Sportsbet,
Betfair, Centrebet and
Sportingbet-—yesterday backed
proposed new measures to stamp
outmatch-fixingin sport.:

However, Betfair chief
executive Andrew Thwaits said
online poker sites, which he says
costthe industry hundreds of
millions of dollars annually;
shouldalsobe partofnew
legislation.

“Whileitis pleasing to see
boththe federal and state
governmentstaking the integrity
of betting in sports seriously-and
onaunitedfront, the present
legislation s clearly not working
whenitcomes to online pokel &
Thwaits said.

“Onlinesports bettmg inthis
countryturns over $300 million a
year, is highly regulated and we
pay ourtaxes, while operators of
online poker sites are not; many
of which are controlled and run
offshore.

“That’sthereal challenge
facing not just the federaland
state governments of this
country, but governments across
theglobe.®

“tisestimated thatthe
turnover in this and other forms
of illegal betting is $125 billion
worldwide. That'swhyasan
industry we welcome any
tightening ofthe present
legislation in this countryof the
Victorian Integrated Gamblmg
Act.

“Thesooner the rest of the :
statesand territories fall into line
the better itwill be for everyone.”

Thwaits*call comes as
ministers forsportfrom the
federal, state and territory
governments prepare tomeeton
the Gold Coast today toaddress
issues of preserving the integrity
of sporting events,

Sportingbet Australia chief

executive, Michael Sullivan,
called yesterday on professional
sports under the Coalition of
Major Professional and
Participation Sports umbrellato =
employ full-time supervisors to
scrutinise betting trends. The
AFLemploys anintegrity officer.

The coalition represents the
AFL,ARU, NRI; Cricket
Australia, FFA, Netball and
Tennis. =

“The NRL could takealeafout
ofthe AFL’sbook on thisissue,
They seem tobe dragging the
chain alittle,” Sullivan told The
Australian:

“We've seenon the issue
arising from the North
Queensland investigation that
the checks and balances weasan
indusiry already havein place
actually dowork: :

“As for the NRL asking for an
industry-wide ban'on exoticbets;
that’sfine, butourfigures show
thattheaveragebet onthefirst
and last tryscoreris just $9.

“Thatwouldn’tbuy youa
schooner of beer in some pubs in
Fremantle.

“Betting on cricket matchesin
this country isn’ta problem.The
trouble starts withthe sheer
weightof moneybetongamesin
India and Pakistan where the
industryis eitherillegal or
nowhere near as regulated asyou
find it herein Australia;

“Allwe are askingforasa
collectiveis alevelplaying field.”

Executive chairmanof
Sportsbet, Matthew Tripp, said
the big fouroperators remained
committed to working with
governments to ensure a zero
tolerance policy.

“Our customers and the
broader community demand
sporting events be contested on
their merits and withoutthe taint
of corruption,” Tripp said.

“Wealso support consistent
legislationacross Australiato
combat match-fixingand
penalties of up to10 years injail
for individuals found guilty of
corrupt behaviour.”
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