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Tuesday 21 June, 2011

Alternative budget: priorities and vision
The Tasmanian Liberals’ Alternative Budget for 2011-12 is a true alternative to the Green-Labor plans to slash front-line services, close schools and make the cost of living worse.

Budgets are about priorities.

They are about making the tough decisions about where to best put scarce government resources, particularly at a time when the State’s finances are in such a mess due to the economic incompetence of Labor and the Greens.

Budgets are also about providing a vision and hope for the future; of presenting solutions not only to the short-term problems facing our state, but also a longer-term plan to deal with the bigger issues we face.

The Liberal Alternative Budget for 2011-12 achieves these goals.

By getting the priorities right, we are able to a achieve a budget bottom-line which is nearly $40 million better than that of Labor and the Greens over the forward estimates, while at the same time protecting front-line services, and adhering to our pledge of no forced redundancies.

I am also pleased that we have been able to create a new $60 million fund to keep schools open that Labor and the Greens want to close.

The Alternative Budget also announces our visionary new plan to address the year-10 retention gap, with our plan for all high schools to go from years 7-12 within a decade of a Hodgman Liberal Government taking office.

We have also provided a plan and a vision to re-boot our economy by implementing a single state-wide planning code for all of Tasmania, refocusing Tourism Tasmania, and injecting funds into events attraction.

We remain committed to introducing full retail competition in the energy market, and to amalgamating the four water and sewerage corporations into one, to put downward pressures on prices and on the cost of living.

Our Alternative Budget gets the priorities right for today, and provides a vision for tomorrow.
For further information or comment please call Brad Nowland – 0439 614 893
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