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Tuesday, 21 June, 2011

Alternative Budget: Libs commit to tourism, events and regional economic stimulus

Labor and the Greens have failed to recognise the importance tourism and events to the Tasmanian economy.  

The Green-Labor Government has cut $3.8 million from events attraction, which provides a valuable stimulus to regional economies around Tasmania and helps sustain our tourism industry.

A Hodgman Liberal Government will re-instate those funds, in a new program, to be called the Events and Regional Economic Stimulus program.

This fund will be used to attract events to Tasmania – like the V8 Supercars – which will provide an economic stimulus to the local and surrounding economies.

In addition, a Hodgman Liberal Government will dramatically restructure and refocus Tourism Tasmania.

In line with the recommendation from the Legislative Council Select Committee on Tourism, we will separate Tourism Tasmania from the bureaucracy, with a model to be developed in close consultation with the industry and other stakeholders.

This change will make Tourism Tasmania more accountable for its performance, and more responsive to the needs of industry.

Under this model Tourism Tasmania’s prime focus will be about marketing our state to attract visitors.

That is what we need - more visitors - to keep this vital part of our economy growing.

In accordance with our commitment to the Tasmanian people, there will be no forced redundancies as result of this change.  

This initiative will cost $5.3 million.

For further information or comment please call Brad Nowland – 0439 614 893
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