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Tuesday 21 June, 2011

Alternative Budget: Fixing the planning mess
Will Hodgman said:

A Hodgman Liberal Government will create one single state-wide planning code.

Tasmania needs one planning code, not the 36 that Labor and the Greens currently have in place.

We have already announced that a Hodgman Liberal Government prefers a single state-wide residential planning code.  However, the policy announced today goes one step further and extends to all development, both residential and commercial. It will supersede the Government’s half-hearted three regional planning schemes approach.

Elise Archer said:

Our planning code will have four key elements that will remove the major impediments to growth in the Tasmanian economy – fairer, cheaper, simpler and faster. 

· Under our proposal to restore fairness to our planning system, appeals would need to be pre-qualified, and on legitimate planning grounds only.

· The Liberals will make the planning system cheaper by getting rid of the excessive fees that are currently charged for developments in our state, right from the simplest extension, through to the construction of a new home.

· It is time to get rid of the endless red-tape and to simplify the planning approval process.  For example, the Liberals believe that a qualified building surveyor should be able to advise the approving planning authority on compliance with minimum requirements, instead of the current complicated system of numerous and over-lapping approvals.

· The Liberals will make the system faster by implementing a 24-hour turn-around for basic planning permits under the new Code.

Additionally, some of these reforms will be based on many of the elements of the Development Assessment Forum’s leading practice model, which is already being used interstate. 

This is about getting our planning priorities right, creating certainty and re-booting the economy by making sure the planning system supports investment, rather than blocking it.

For further information or comment please call Brad Nowland – 0439 614 893
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